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For thofe rebellious here their pri s’n ordain’d. Milton. 

I thought our utmoft good 
Was in one word of freedom underftood. 

The fatal blefling came ; from prifon free, 

I ftarve abroad, and lofe the fight of Emily. Dryden. 

Unkind ! can you, whom only I adore/ 

Set open to your Have the prifon door. Dryden . 

7 'he tyrant JFoIus, 

XVith pow’r imperial, curbs the ftruggling winds. 

And founding tempefts in dark prifons binds. Dryden. 
He, that has his chains knocked off, and the prifon doors 
fet open to him, is prefently at liberty. Locke. 

To Pr i'son. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To emprifon ; to fhut up in hold ; to reftrain from liberty. 

2. To captivate; to enchain. 

Culling their potent herbs and baleful drugs. 

They, as they fung, would take the prifon’d foul, 

And lap it in Elyfium. Milton . 

3. To confine. 

Univerfal plodding .prifons up 

The nimble fpirits in the arteries. Shakefp. 

Then did the king enlarge 

The fpleen he prifon’d. " Chapman’s Iliads. 

Prisonbase. n.f A kind of rural play, commonly called 
prifonbars. 

The fpachies of the court play every friday at ciocho di 
canni, which is no other than prifonbafe upon horfeback, 
biting one another with darts, as the others do with their 
bands. Sandys’s Travels. 

Pr Psoner. n.f. [prifonnier, Fr.] 

1. One who is confined in hold. 

Cefar’s ill-ere£ted tower, 

To whofe flint bofom my condemned lord 
Is doomed a prifoner. Shakefp. Rich. II. 

The mcft pernicious infe&ion, next the plague, is the 
fill ell of the jail, when prifoners have been long and clofe, 
and naftily kept. Bacon. 

He that is tied with one flender firing, fuch as one relolute 
flruggle would break, he is prifo'ner only to his own floth, and 
who will pity his thraldom. Decay of Piety. 

A prifoner is troubled, that he cannot go whither he would ; 
and he that is at large is troubled, that he does not know 
whither to go. L’EJlrange . 

2. A captive; one taken by the enemy. 

So oft as homeward I from her depart, 

I go like one that having loft the field. 

Is prifoner led away with heavy heart. Spenfer. 

There fucceeded an abfolute vi&ory for the Englifh, the 
taking of the Spanifh general d’Ocampo prifoner , with the 
lofs of few of the Englifh. Bacon. 

He yielded on my w 7 ord, 

And as my pris’ner , I reftore his fword. Dryden. 

3. One under an arreft. 

Tribune, a guard to feize the emprefs ftraight. 

Secure her perfon prts’ner to the ftate. Dryden, 

Pri'sonhouse. n.f. Gaol; hold in which one is confined. 

I am forbid to tell the fecrets of my prifonhoufe. Shakefp. 

Pri'sonment. n.f. [from prifon.] Confinement: emprifon- 
ment; captivity. 

May be he will not touch young Arthur’s life. 

But hold himfelf fafe in his prifonment. Shakefp. 

Pr/stine. adj. [prifiinus, Lat.] Firft; ancient; original. 

Now their prijlinc worth 

The Britons recoiled!. Philips. 

This light being trajedled only through the parallel fuper¬ 
ficies of the two prifms, if it fuffered any change by the re¬ 
fraction of one fuperficies, it loft tfiat impreflion by the con¬ 
trary refraCtion of the other fuperficies, and fo, being re- 
ftored to its priftine conftitution, became of the fame nature 
and condition as at firft. Newton’s Opticks. 

Pri'thee. A familiar corruption of pray thee , or I pray thee, 
which fome of the tragick writers have injudicioufly ufed. 
Well, what was that feream for, \ prithee ? L’EJlrange. 

Alas ! whv com’ft thou at this dreadful moment, 

To fhock the peace of my departing foul ? 

Away ! I prithee leave me ! Rowe’s Jane Shore. 

Pri'vacy. n. f [from private .] 

1. State of being fecret; fecrecy. 

2. Retirement; retreat. 

Clamours our privacies uneafy make. 

Birds leave their nefts difturb’d, and beafts their haunts for- 
fake. Dryden. 

3. [ Privaute , Fr.] Privity; joint knowledge; great famili¬ 
arity. Privacy in this fenfe is improper. 

You fee Frog is religioufly true to his bargain, fcorns to 
hearken to any compofition without your privacy. Arbuthnot. 

4. Taciturnity. Ainfworth. 

rRlVA'DO. n.f [Spanifh.] A fecret friend. 

The lady Brampton, an Englifh lady, embarked for Por¬ 
tugal at that time, with fomeprivadc of her own. Bacon. 

PKPVATE. adj. [privates, Lat.] 

I. Not open; fecret. 

You fhall go with me ; 

I have fome private fchooling for von Shakefp. 
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Fancy retires 

Into her private cell, when nature refts. 

The harmlefs freedom, and the private friend 

2. Alone; not accompanied. * dnon, 

3. Being upon the fame terms with the reft of the • 

particular: oppofed to publick. munit yj 

When publick confent of the whole hath eftablifh A 
thing, every man’s judgment, being thereunto corn™! 
were not private, howfoever his calling be to fom P u-j’ 
publick charge; fo that of peace and quietnefe there ! ° f 
any way poffible, unlefs the probable voice of every intir r 
ciety or body politic overrule all private of like nature i„ 

H. ties **••'¥5 

To let him breathe between the heav’ns and earth 
A private man in Athens. Shakefp. Ant. and CU* 

What infinite hearteafe muft kings negleCI, ^ 

That private men enjoy ? and what have kincr S 
That private have not too, lave ceremony ? & * £/ ; 1 r 

Peter was but a private man, and not to be any wav com ’ 
pared with the dukes of his houfe. Peacham of Antiquities 
Fhe firft principles of chriftian religion fhould not be farced 
with fchool points and p ivate tenets. Sanderf 

Dare you, * n% 

A private man prefume to love a queen. Dnde 

4. Particular; not relating to the publick. * ’ 

My end being private , 1 have not exprefled my conceptions 
in the language of the fchools. jy- ^ 

5. In Private. Secretly; not publickly; not openly. 

In private grieve, but with a carelefs fcorn ; 

In publick feem to triumph, not to mourn. Granville 

Pri'vate. n.f A fecret meflage. 

His private with me of the dauphin’s love. 

Is much more general than thefe lines import. Shakefp 

Pri'vateer. n.f. [from private.] A fhip fitted out by pri¬ 
vate men to plunder enemies. 

He is at no charge for a fleet, further than providing pri¬ 
vateers, wherewith his fubjeefts carry on a pyratical war at 
their own expence. Swift’s Mifcellanies. 

To Pri'vateer. v. a. [from the noun!] To fit out fhips 
againft enemies, at the charge of private perfons. 

Pri vately, adv. [from private.] Secretly; not openly. 

There, this night, 

We’ll pafs the bufinefs privately and well. Sbake/p. 

And as he fat upon the mount of Olives, the difciples 
came unto him privately. Mat. xxiv. 3, 

Pri'vateness. n. f. [from private.] 

1. The ftate of a man in the fame rank with the reft of the 
community. 

2. Secrecy ; privacy. 

Ambafladors attending the court in great number, he did 
content with courtefy, reward and privatenefs. Bacon. 

3. Obfcurity ; retirement. 

He drew him into the fatal circle from a refolved private¬ 
nefs, where he bent his mind to a retired courfe. fPotton. 

Privation, n.f. [ privation, Fr. privatio, Lat.J 

1. Removal or deftrudtion of any thing or quality. 

For, what is this contagious fin of kind. 

But a privation of that grace within. 

So bounded are our natural defires. 

That wanting all, and fetting pain afide. 

With base privation fenfe is fatisfy’d. Dryden. 

After fome account of good, evil will be known by confe- 
quence, as being only a privation or abfence of good. South. 

A privation is the abfence of what does naturally belong 
to the thing, or which ought to be prefent with it; as when 
a man or horfe is deaf or dead, or a phyfician or divine un¬ 
learned ; thefe are privations. IVatts’s Logick. 

2 . The act of the mind by which, in confidering a fubjedt, we 
feparate it from any thing appendant. 

3. The ad! of degrading from rank or office. 

If part of the people or eftate be fomewhat in the 
election, you cannot make them nulls or cyphers in the pri¬ 
vation or tranflation. Bacon. 

If the privation be good, it follows not the former condi¬ 
tion was evil, but lefs good; for the flower or bloflbm is a 
pofitive good, although the remove of it, to give place to the 
fruit, be a comparative good. Bacon. 

PRI'VATIVE. adj. [privatif, Fr. privativus, Lat.] 

1. Caufing privation of any thing. 

2. Confiding in the abfence of fomething ; not pofitive. Pr*' 
vative is in things, what negative is in propofitions. 

'Fhe impreflion from privative to active, as from filence to 
noife, is a greater degree than from lefs noife to more. Bacon. 

The very privative bleflings, the bleflings of immunity, 
fafeguard, liberty and integrity, which we enjoy, deferve the 
thankfgiving of a whole life. Taylor. 

Priva'tive. n.f. That of which the efifence is the ablence 
of fomething, as filence is only the abfence of found. 

Harmonical founds and difeordant founds are both adlive 
and pofitive, butblacknefs and darknefs are indeed but priva¬ 
tive:, and therefore have little or no activity ; fomewhat they 
do contriftate, but very little. Bacon s Nat. Hf. 

Pri vat ively. 



Davies. 
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Pri'vatively. adv. [from privative.] By the 
fomething neceflary to be prefent; negatively. . 

The duty of the new covenant is fet down, firft privatively, 
not like that of Molaical obfervances external, but pofitively, 
laws given into the minds and hearts. _ Hammond. 

Pri vativen ess. n.f [from privative.] Notation of abfence 
of fomething that fhould be prefent. 

Pri'vet. n.f The leaves grow by pairs oppofite to each other ; 
the flower confifts of one leaf, is tubulous, and divided at the 
top into five fegments ; the ovary in the center of the flower- 
cup becomes a globular foft fruit full of juice, in which are 
lodged four feeds. Miller. 

Privet, n.f Evergreen. It is diftinguifhed from the phillyrea 
by the leaves being placed alternately upon the branches, 
whereas thofe of the phillyrea are produced by pairs oppofite 
to each other: it hath three feeds inclofed in each berry, 
whereas the phillyrea has but one. 

Privilege, n.f. [privilege, Fr. privilcgium , Lat.] 

1. Peculiar advantage. 

Here’s my fword. 

Behold it is the privilege of mine honours. 

My oath, and my profeflion. 

He went 

Invifible, yet flay’d, fuch privilege 

Hath ommprefence. 

He claims his privilege\ and fays ’tis fit; 

Nothing fhould be the judge of wit, but wit. Denham . 


PRO 

abfence of 5 - Confcious to any thing; admitted to participation of knoW- 


Miller. 


Shakefp . 


Milton. 


Smiles, not allow’d to beafts, from reafon move, 


Dryden. 
Locke . 


And are fhe privilege of human love. 

The privilege of birth-right was a double portion 

2. Immunity ; publick right. 

I beg the ancient privilege of Athens* Shakefp. 

A foul that can fecurely death defy. 

And counts it nature’s privilege to die. Dryden . 

Privilege, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To inveft with rights or immunities ; to grant a privilege. 

7'he great are privileg’d alone. 

To punifh all injuftice but their own. Dryden. 

He happier yet, who privileg’d by fate 
To fhorter labour, and a lighter weight. 

Receiv’d but yefterday the gift of breath, 

Ordain’d to-morrow to return to death. Prior. 

2. 7'o exempt from cenfure or danger. 

The court is rather deemed as a privileged place of un¬ 
bridled licentioufnefs, than as the abiding of him, who, as a 
father, fhould give a fatherly example* Sidney, b. ii. 

He took this place for fanctuary. 

And it fhall privilege him from your hands. Shakefp . 

This place 

Doth privilege me, fpeak what reafon will-. Daniel. 

3. To exempt from paying tax or impofl. 

Many things are by our laws privileged from tythes; which 
by the canon law are chargeable. Hale. 

Pr/vjly. adv. [from privy.] Secretly; privately. 

T'hey have the profits of their lands by pretence of con¬ 
veyances thereof unto their privy friends, who privily fend 
them the revenues. Spenfer’s State of Ireland. 

Pri'vity. n.f [privaute, Fr. from privy.] 

1. Private communication. 

I will unto you in privity difeover the drift of my purpofe ; 
I mean thereby to fettle an eternal peace in that country, and 
alfo to make it very profitable to her majefty. Spenfer. 

2. Confcioufnefs ; joint knowledge ; private concurrence. 

7'he authority of higher powers have force even in thefe 
things which are done without their privity, and are of mean 
reckoning. Hooker, b. i ,f 7. 

Upon this French going out, took he upon him, 

Without the privity o’ th’ king, t’ appoint 
Who fhould attend him? Skakefp. Henry VIII. 

All the doors were laid open for his departure, not without 
the privity of the prince of Orange, concluding that the king¬ 
dom might better be fettled in his abfence. Swift . 

3. [In the plural.] Secret parts. 

Few of them have any thing to cover their privities. Abbot . 

PRTVY. adj.. [prive, Fr.] 

1. Private; not publick ; afligned to fecret ufes* 

The party, ’gainft the which he doth contrive, 

Shall feize on half his goods ; the other half 

Comes to the privy coffer of the ftate. Shakefp. 

2 . Secret; clandeffine. 

He took advantage of the night for fuch privy attempts, 
infomuch that the bruit of his manlinefs was fpread every 
where. 2 Mac. viii. 7. 

3. Secret; not fhown. 

The fword of the great men that are flain entereth into 
their privy chamber. Ezek.xx i. 14. 

4- Admitted to lecrets of ftate. 

The king has made him 

One of the privy council. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

One, having let his beard grow from the martyrdom of 
king Charles I. till the reftoration, defired to be made a privy 
counfellor. Spelt at or, N^ 629. 


has in it 
Adclifon. 

Dryden. 


Sir Valentine 

This night intends to fteal away your daughter; 

Myfelf am one mad e privy to the plot. Shakefp. 

Many being privy to the fad!. 

How hard is it to keep it unbetray’d? Daniel. 

He would rather lofe half of his kingdom, than be privy 
to fuch a fecret, which he commanded me never to mention. 

Gulliver’s Travels . 

PriVy. n. f Place of retirement; neceflary houfe. 

Your fancy 

Would ftill the fame ideas give ye, 

As when you fpy’d her on the privy. Swift. 

PRIZE, n.f [frix,¥v.] 

1. A reward gained by conteft with competitors* 

If ever he go alone. I’ll never wreftle for prize. Shakefp. 

I fought and conquer’d, yet have loft the prize. Dryden. 
The raiftng fuch filly competitions among the ignorant, 
propofing prizes for fuch ufelefs accomplifhments, and infpi- 
ring them with fuch abfurd ideas of fuperiority 
fomething immoral as well as ridiculous. 

2. A reward gained by any performance. 

True poets empty fame and praife defpife; 

Fame is the trumpet, but your (mile the prize. 

3. [ Prife, Fr.] Something taken by adventure ; plunder. 

The king of Scots fhe did fend to France, 

To fill king Edward’s fame with prifoner kings. 

And make his chronicle as rich with prize. 

As is the ouzy bottom of the fea 

With funken wreck. Shakefp. Henry V. 

He acquitted himfelf like a valiant, but not like an honeft 
man; for he converted the prizes to his own ufe. Arbuthnot. 

Then proftrate falls, and begs with ardent eyes 
Soon to obtain and long poflefs the prize : 

7 'he pow’rs gave ear. Pope. 

To Prize, v.a. [from appraife ; prifer, Fr. apprcciare. Lat.J 

1. To rate ; to value at a certain price. 

Life I prize not a draw ; but for mine honour 
Which I would free* Shakefp . 

Caft it unto the potter ; a goodly price that I was prized at 
of them. Zech.x i. 13. 

2. To efteem ; to value highly* 

I go to free us both of pain ; 

I priz’d your perfon, but your crown difdain. Dryden. 

Some the French writers, fome our own defpife ; 

The ancients only, or the moderns prize. Pope. 

Pri'zer. n.f. [prifeur,¥s. from prize. ] He that values. 

It holds its eftimate and dignity, 

As well wherein ’tis precious of itfelf. 

As in the prizer. Shakefp-. Troilus and Creffida-. 

Prizefighter, n.f [prize and fighter.] One that fights 
publickly for a reward. 

Martin and Crambe engaged like prizefighters. Arb. andPo. 

In Fig the prizefighter by day delight. Brcnnfton. 

PRO. [Latin.] For ; in defence of; pro and con, for pro and 
contra, for and againft. Defpicable cant. 

Dodlrinal points in controverfy had been agitated in the 
pulpits, with more warmth than had ufed to be ; and thence 
the animofity increafed in books pro and con. Clarendon. 

Matthew met Richard, when 
Of many knotty points they fpoke, 

And pro and con by turns they took. Prior. 

Probability, n.f [probabilitas, Lat. probability Fr. from 
probable.] Likelihood ; appearance of truth ; evidence arifing 
from the preponderation of argument: it is lels than moral 
certainty. 

Probability is the appearance of the agreement or difao-ree- 
mentof two ideas, by the intervention of proofs, whofe'eon- 
nedlion is not conftant; but appears for the moft part to be 

Locke. 

As for probabilities, what thing was there ever fet down fo 
agreeable with found reafon, but fome probable fhew ao-ainft 
it might be made ? _ Hooker’s Preface. 

If a truth be certain, and thwart intereft, it will quickly 
fetch it down to but a probability ; nay, if it does not carry 
with it an impregnable evidence, it will go near to debafe it to 
a downright falfity. South’s Sermons. 

1 hough moral certainty be fometimes taken for a hio-h de¬ 
gree of probability, which can only produce a doubtful afTent * 
yet it is alfo frequently ufed for a firm afTent to a thina upon 
iuch grounds, as are fit fully to fatisfy a prudent man. 

t- . . Tillotfon’s Sermons • 

fora perpetual motion, magnetical virtues are not without 
fome frrong probabilities of proving effectual. TVill-ins 

PRO BABLE. adj. [probable, Fr. probabilis, Lat.] Likely » 
having more evidence than the contrary. 

The publick approbation, given by the body of this whole 
church unto thofe things which are eftablifhed, doth make it 
but probable that they are good, and therefore unto a necef- 
fary proof that they are not good it muft give place. Hooker. 
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